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RESPONSE TO FINAL OFFICE ACTION 

Assistant Director of Patents and Trademarks 
United States Patent and Trademark Office 
Washington, DC 20231 

Sir: 

Applicants appreciate the consideration shown by the Office as evidenced by the Final 
Office Action mailed on November 18, 2003. In that Office Action, the Examiner rejected claims 1, 
3, 4, 6-8, 10, 11, 28, 30-33, 35-37, 39, 40, 42-44, 46, 47, 64-69, 71-73, 102-117 and 133-140, and 
objected to claims 13-27, 29, 49-63, 79-101, and 118-132. However, Applicants are unable to make a 
complete response to the Office Action because the Office Action appears to have been mistakenly 
drafted, in that the majority of the Office Action addresses an application that is different from the 
instant case. The Office Action cited inapplicable prior art, referenced non-existent claim 
limitations, and referenced remarks attributed to Applicants that Applicants never made for the 
instant case. The undersigned has spoken to the Examiner on three occasions about this defective 
Office Action and has been assured by the Examiner that the Examiner will provide a corrected 
Office Action with an adjusted time period for response. Applicants respectfully submit this 
response merely to document the fact of the defective Office Action and to provide a response prior 
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to the running of the three-month period stated for the defective Office Action to avoid any 
question of abandonment. Applicants request the Examiner review the previous Office Action at his 
earliest convenience, and further request the Examiner consider the following brief remarks. 

Applicants did glean from one section of the Office Action that the Examiner had 
considered Applicants arguments regarding the recitation, in all of the rejected independent claims, 
of a "freestanding tip insert." Applicants respectfully note that the Examiner appears to be 
overlooking the significance of the term "freestanding." Applicants refer the Examiner to the 
following popular dictionary website: 
http://www.h\q3erdictionary.com 

where the following information regarding this term is provided: freestanding definition: [adj] 
standing apart; not attached to or supported by anything; "a freestanding bell tower"; "a house with a 
separate garage"; Synonyms: detached, separate. Applicants respectfully submit that a freestanding 
insert does not include material deposited on a supporting substrate by using any build-up method, 
as is discussed in all of the references previously cited by the Examiner. None of the references 
teaches, suggests, or discloses the use of a freestanding insert, in stark contrast to the present 
application. Applicants respectfully request reconsideration of the application by the Examiner in 
light of this definition, the instant claims, and the supporting material in the specification. 

In light of the remarks presented herein, Applicants submit that the case is in condition for 
immediate allowance and respectfully request such action. If, however, any issues remain 
unresolved, the Examiner is invited to telephone the undersigned at the number provided below. 
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